What is the best treatment for early operable small cell carcinoma of the bronchus?
Small or oat cell carcinoma of the bronchus behaves in a uniform manner and its microscopic appearance has a similar uniform pattern. The latter is highly distinctive and has been fully described by Azzopardi.1 Small cells varying in shape from nearly round to fine spindles are the main constituents. Approximately 95% of the patients are male and 85% are smokers. The overall incidence is about 36% of all lung cancers.2 The proportion of these growths in surgically excised specimens is much lower as they are highly malignant and often inoperable when first seen. In a series of 2430 patients subjected to thoracotomy between 1950 and 1978 for bronchial carcinoma there were 240 small cell tumours (10.9%). 3 The prognosis for the advanced case presenting with metastases is very poor and the expectation of life short. It 
